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2026 Grand Valley Christmas Festival Parade Application
Theme: Light-Up Grand Valley
Saturday, November 21st, 2026
Arrive by 5:15pm, Line-Up at 5:45 pm,– Entrance to the park will be blocked off after 5:40pm. 
Start Time: 6:00 pm 
Name of Organization:  ___________________________________________________
Contact Person: ________________________________________________________
Phone: (_____) -________________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________________
1. Will your entry be participating on foot, animals (horse & carriage or saddle), slow moving vehicle (golfcart, ride on vehicles, etc.) or in a standard motorized vehicle? ______________________________________________________________________________
 2. How many vehicles will be included in your entry: (unaccounted vehicles will NOT be permitted entry): _______________________________________________________________
3. How long are all vehicles or trailers? ______________________________________________
4. Would you like to be included in a judged category?  
Yes______ No_______ 
If Yes, What Category would you like to participate in: 
o Equestrian/Horse Drawn/Animal 
o Musical Groups/Batons/Band/Performance Groups 
o Non-Profit/Community Service 
o Religious Organizations 
o Government Organization or Official /Political Organization or Official 
o Commercial/Business 
o Classic Cars 
o Other 
Entry Description/Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please Note: 
No Live Santa or Mrs. Claus Allowed- Santa will be riding on the final float and we do not want to cause any confusion for the children watching or participating in the parade. 
Parade line-up/Check in will begin at the Orwell Community Park, 151 North Maple St. Parade route will make a left onto Rt 45 (headed South) and a left onto 322 (headed East) with the parade ending at the intersection of Buckeye St., straight on St.Rt. 322, OR left on Central Ave., where vehicles/participants may disburse. Applications can be submitted via email to Gvaccinfo440@gmail.com, or in person at the Grand Valley Public Library Attn: GVACC, or via mail to GVACC PO BOX 261 Orwell Ohio 44076. Applications must be no later than November 7th 2025 and all applicants will be contacted via email for confirmation. 

Signature of Responsible Party: ____________________________________________
Name: ________________________________________________________________
Title: _________________________________________________________________
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GVACC Grand Valley Christmas Festival Parade Waiver: I ___________________________________, intending to be legally bound, hereby, for myself, my heirs,  executors, and administrators voluntarily assume all risks of accident or injury or loss of property and release and  forever discharge and agree to indemnify and hold harmless the, Grand Valley Area Chamber of Commerce  (GVACC), its directors and members, the committee, or any organization, business, or individual, from any and all  liability and claims for personal injury, property damage, or loss of any kind sustained on the property during the  event whether such personal injury or property damage or loss is caused by the negligence of any of the above said  entries, organizations, groups, or individuals.  
** Drop off all children or minors participating in the parade, in the back parking lot near the batting cages. DO NOT DROP OFF AT PARK ENTERANCE! **
Please list everyone including minors that will be included in your group for the Grand Valley Christmas Festival Parade, along with a parent or guardian signature. 
Name (s) Signature (Signature if parent or guardian and Relation) Date
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4th Annual Grand Valley Festival Parade
Saturday, November 21st, 2026 at 6:00pm
Let's light up Grand Valley!!
You, your organization, group or business is cordially invited to participate in Grand Valley Festival Parade
The parade is sponsored by GVACC and isn’t possible without the support of the community and local businesses!
Parade day parking, route map and additional information are included with the application
The Deadline for entries is October 30th 2026
Parade line up starts at the Orwell Community Park
151 North Maple St. Orwell, OH 44076

Information and Guidelines
1.Please arrive no later than 5:30. Lineup starts at 5:40 pm at The Orwell Community Park. Parade will run through Orwell – starting at the Community Park, Turn Left (SOUTH) on Rt 45, Turn left (East) on Rt 322, parade will end at the intersection of Central Ave, St. Rt. 322 and Buckeye St.
2. Use of sirens, air horns and other noise making devices should be kept to a minimum.
3. Units with animals: animals must be on your float AT ALL TIMES. 
4. All floats MUST be pulled by a Vehicle and each driver must have a valid driver’s license.
 5. You cannot throw candy from float. People walking along the side handing out candy is permitted.
6. Please make every attempt to ensure your vehicle can navigate the full length of the parade in any weather condition (parade route is approximately 1 mile). 
7. NO UNLOADING of parade participants on the parade route, you must completely exit the route. This will prevent parade delays and parade gaps.
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RULES: GENERAL INFORMATION
1. Registration: All units must be pre-registered by October 30th 2026. 
2. Waiver: All participants must sign the “waiver agreement.” 
3. Information: All rules and information can be found below 
4. Contacting GVACC Parade Committee: Message us on our Facebook Group or send an email to  gvaccinfo440@gmail.com or Jackie Foote at GV Public Library for any questions. (440)-437- 6545 
5. Right of Refusal & Final Determination: The GVACC Parade Committee will have the final say on all matters pertaining to The Grand Valley Christmas Festival Parade. 
6. Cancellation: In the event of a cancellation, notice will be given on The GVACC Parade Facebook Group. 
7. Rules: All participants must follow the rules, schedule of events and other updates, as provided. 
RULES: PARADE UNITS 
8. Parade Units: Parade units will consist of an individual vehicle. You are allowed and encouraged to pull floats. Other implements must obtain approval from The GVACC Parade Committee. 
9. Animal Units: Animal units are allowed. Animals can be on your float and must remain at all times. If animals are pulling your float, you must have a clean-up crew following for any waste during the parade. 
10. Floats: Passengers are not permitted to dangle their legs off any side of the float unit.
11. Size Restrictions: All entries must list the size of all vehicles or floats in the application, along with the amount.  
12. Vehicle Operation: All vehicles MUST be operated by a licensed driver. Drivers must present their valid driver’s license at registration check-in. 
13. Lights and Decorations: All vehicles and floats must have decorative lights (there is no maximum or minimum requirement). Decorations are not required and must be appropriate for general audiences. We love creativity! 
14. Music: Units may include music. Please include this information on your registration form and ensure that music is appropriate for general audiences. 
15. Parade Order: The order of units within the parade is at the discretion of The GVACC Parade Committee. 
16. Parade Flow: Please keep the parade moving forward and maintain a safe distance between units.
 17. Judged Event: There will be judging at this event, categories for this parade are listed on the application. 
18. Candy or Other Handouts: All items to be distributed to the parade spectators are to be done so by handing the material directly to each person. No throwing of candy (toys, etc) is permitted. 
19. Cancellation of Parade Units: Please notify The GVACC Parade Committee ASAP if circumstances will prevent you from attending the parade – email Gvaccinfo440@gmail.com

RULES: GROUPS (organizations/friends/families/etc.) 
20. Groups: Organized groups are welcome in the parade as part of a float. 
21. Walkers: Please limit the number of persons walking with your unit. Minors walking in the parade must be accompanied by an adult. All persons walking with a unit must be illuminated in such a way that they can be easily seen in the dark in all directions (light up your front and your back). 
22. Communication: Please provide members of your group with the following information: a. The name of the contact person listed on your parade registration 
b. The name of the Vehicle driver 
RULES: Delivery/Drop-Off/Pick-Up: 
23. Unloading Areas: Vehicles should be unloaded in Orwell Community Park parking lot. 
24. Staging Area: Space is limited in our parade staging area. No vehicles permitted in the lineup.
25. Garbage: Please bring trash bags to collect any discarded materials that you may generate. 
Please take your trash with you. This includes The Orwell Community Park, During the Parade.
26. Pick-Up Area: All float passengers must remain with the tractor & float until arriving back at your designated parking lot for unloading/loading. We cannot have the parade slow down. 
RULES: Safety
[image: ]27. Headlights: Please use headlights when in the Staging Area and traveling to and from the Parade Route to your designated parking lots. Please turn off your headlights while traveling the Parade Route.
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